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Beaverton School District 
BEST PRACTICES GUIDANCE DOCUMENT 

Aligned to House Bill 2180, 2011   

 

ELEMENT ONE:  ORS 343.397 (1) and OAR 581-022-1330 (1) - (3) (a) 

STATEMENT OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT POLICY ON THE EDUCATION OF  
TALENTED AND GIFTED STUDENTS 

1 A: POLICIES:  Local School Board Policies:  What are the local school board policies 
which govern gifted education in your district?  [School board policies in support of gifted 
education are usually in the IGB category.]  
Local School Board Policies may be attached as:   
 
See Attachment Element 1A  
 

1B:  POLICIES:  District’s Mission Statement:  What is the district’s mission in providing 
an appropriate education to identified Talented and Gifted students?  District policies on gifted 
education may also include a district mission statement about identifying and serving gifted and 
talented students. The district mission statement about TAG may be attached as:   
 
District Goal (2015-present): 
“WE empower all students to achieve post-high school success.” 
 
District Mission (2016-present): 
 

BSD Pillars of Learning 

 
WE Expect Excellence 

• WE teach students knowledge and skills for our evolving world. 
• WE seek, support, and recognize world-class employees. 

 
WE Innovate 

 

• WE engage students with a variety of relevant and challenging learning experiences. 
• WE create learning environments that promote student achievement. 
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WE Embrace Equity 

• WE build honest, safe, and inclusive relationships with our diverse students and their 
families. 

• WE provide needed support so that every student succeeds. 

 
WE Collaborate 

• WE work and learn in teams to understand student needs and improve learning outcomes. 
• WE partner with our community to educate and serve students. 

 
1C:  POLICIES:  Talented and Gifted Education Philosophy:  District policies on gifted 

education may also include statements of the district’s Talented and Gifted Education Philosophy 
in the education of a special population of highly able learners.  The district TAG philosophy 
may address but is not limited to the following;  

§ The unique needs of the TAG population as learners who have outstanding ability 
or potential [581-022-1310(1)] 

§ How the district’s education system addresses TAG students’ intellectual, 
academic needs as learners at the elementary, middle, and high school levels 
[ORS 343.407 and ORS 343.409] 

§  How teachers accommodate identified TAG students’ assessed levels of learning 
and accelerated rates of learning. [OAR 581-022-1330] 

§ How classroom teachers and counselors assist TAG students to realize their 
contribution to themselves and to society. [581-022-1330 (1)] 

 
See Attachment Element 1B 

ELEMENT 2: ORS 343.397 (2) and OAR 581-022-1330 (1) - (3) (b) 
AN ASSESSMENT OF CURRENT SPECIAL PROGRAMS AND SERVICES 

PROVIDED BY THE DISTRICT FOR TALENTED AND GIFTED CHILDREN 

Talented and gifted education is a needs-based program emanating from the student’s identified 
need for TAG services.  Once identification is established, the student should receive instruction 
aligned to her/his area of identified need(s) or strength(s).   After school enrichment programs 
should not be considered part of the daily instruction for TAG students. 
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2A: TAG SERVICE - IDENTIFICATION:  Identification, Instruments, Body of Evidence, 
Cumulative Record File, Transfer Students   
 

 2 A 1: TAG SERVICE IDENTIFICATION:  Instruments Used for TAG Identification 
[OAR 581-022-1310, 2(b)] 

Which instruments are used for TAG Identification at what levels? 

BEAVERTON SCHOOL DISTRICT 
ACCEPTABLE TESTING MEASURES FOR IDENTIFICATION 

Elementary, Middle & High School Levels 
 

Results from an acceptable (e.g., meets professional standards for technical adequacy), recently 
administered, standardized, nationally normed test of mental ability and/or academic 
achievement will be accepted.  If there is an indication of giftedness and no test scores are 
available, students will be tested using the achievement and/or school ability test(s) administered 
districtwide.  Tests indicated in bold below are administered in the Beaverton School District. 
The Beaverton School District does not accept private testing.  
 

Achievement Tests 
Terra Nova Achievement Test 

Metropolitan Achievement Test (MAT8) 
Stanford Achievement Test 

Comprehensive Test of Basic Skills (CTBS) 
California Achievement Test (CAT) 
Iowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS) 

Aprenda 
Supera 

Logramos 
 

Ability Tests 
Otis-Lennon School Abilities Test (OLSAT) 

Otis-Lennon Mental Ability Test 
Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT) 

Test of Cognitive Skills (TCS) 
Test of Cognitive Skills 2 (TCS2) 

Primary Test of Cognitive Skills (PTCS) 
Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children-Revised (WISC-R) 

Woodcock-Johnson Psycho-Educational Battery 
Stanford-Binet Intelligence Scale (Revised) 

Kaufman Assessment Battery for Children (K-ABC) 
C-Toni 

Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test (NNAT2) 
Ravens 

See attachments 2A1 
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 2 A 2: TAG SERVICE IDENTIFICATION:  Broad Screening Instrument 

§ The CogAT Screener is administered to all 3rd and 5th graders in the fall. 

 2 A 3: TAG SERVICE IDENTIFICATION:  Number of Students Identified: OAR 582-
022-1310 (A) and (B) (e) 

 How many students are identified district-wide in each of the following categories? Each student 
should be counted one time regardless of the number of qualifying categories.   

  2A3a:  General Intellectual: 2509        2A3b:  Academic Mathematics: 4227 

  2A3c: Academic Reading: 3464         2A3d: Potential to Perform: 310 

 2 A 4: TAG SERVICE IDENTIFICATION:  Body of Evidence: [OAR 581-022-1310 (2) (c) 

What is included in the body of evidence for TAG Identification? 

Information to be considered must include a standardized, nationally normed test of mental 
ability and/or academic achievement score, behavioral information, cumulative records, learning 
and/or performance information.   

§ Kingore observations 
§ Parent/teacher referrals 
§ Classroom assessments 
§ Work samples 
§ Oregon Statewide Assessment scores 
§ Nationally normed tests of ability or academic score 

 2 A 5: TAG SERVICE IDENTIFICATION:  TAG Eligibility Team:  [OAR 581-022-1310 (2) 
(b) 

SCHOOL TAG COMMITTEE 

The identification of talented and gifted students shall be the responsibility of a school TAG 
committee appointed by the principal.  The composition of the committee may vary from school 
to school depending upon the circumstances. 

At the elementary level the committee may include the school’s TAG facilitator(s), two teachers, 
and the school’s principal.  At the middle school and high school levels, the committee should 
consist of at least four members and may include the school’s TAG contact, two classroom 
teachers, a counselor, and an administrator or designee. 

 2 A 6: TAG SERVICE IDENTIFICATION:  TAG Cumulative Record File: 581-022-1330 
(5) (a) b) 
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 What elements are contained in each TAG student’s TAG cumulative record file?  

§ Summary of Decision (test reports attached) 
§ Parent Permission Form 
§ Copy of recent TAG Planning Worksheets (elementary only) 

 2 A 7: TAG SERVICE IDENTIFICATION: TAG Transfer Students:   

2 A 7(A): If a transfer student was previously identified as a gifted student, how is the transfer 
handled between the district and another Oregon district? 

Beaverton accepts the identification of previously identified TAG students from within Oregon.  
The building TAG facilitator sends a letter of this recognition to the parent and the student’s 
identification is entered into the BSD student data system. 

2 A 7(B):  How is the transfer handled when the student transfers in from another state?   

The TAG facilitator informs the parent that Beaverton will review the child’s previous 
identification to determine if it meets the criteria required in Oregon.  Additional information 
may be requested.  Once the process is complete, the parent will be notified by letter of the 
decision. 

2B: SPECIAL PROGRAMS:  INSTRUCTION FOR TAG STUDENTS:  What instructional 
services are provided to identified Talented and Gifted Students at the elementary, middle, and 
high school levels?  [OAR 581-022-1330 (4)] 

    

The following instructional services vary by school: 
 

Instructional Services Elementary 
School 

Middle 
School 

High 
School 

Ability Grouping in Math x x  
Ability Grouping –Walk to Math x   
Ability Grouping in Reading x x  
Ability Grouping – Walk to Reading x   
Acceleration above grade level in Math x x x 
Acceleration above grade level in Reading x x x 
Acceleration through grade skipping  x x x 
Advanced Placement   x 
International Baccalaureate x x x 
Dual Credit   x 
Choice Assignments x x x 
Cluster Grouping    
Credit by Examination    
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Curriculum Compacting  x  
Differentiated Instruction in Math x x x 
Differentiated Instruction in Reading x x x 
Distance Learning x x x 
Flexible Grouping x x x 
Homogeneous Grouping  x  
Honors Classes  x x 
Independent Study Projects x x x 
Interdisciplinary Units x x x 
Learning Contracts x x x 
Mentorships    
Portfolio Assessment for Placement    
Pre-Test for placement x x x 
Pull-Out Programs    
Scaffolding or Tiered Instruction x x  
Telescoping    

 
 

 2 B 2:  SPECIAL PROGRAM INSTRUCTION:  Optional Instructional Formats: 
Please list any other instructional formats that are available at elementary, middle or high school 
levels? 

 2 B 3:  SPECIAL PROGRAMS INSTRUCTION:  Advanced Placement Course 
Offerings:   Although this is a general education offering, Advanced Placement classes serve the 
needs of many TAG students.  Please list the district’s Advanced Placement Class offerings 
available district-wide during the 2016-2017 school year.  
 

AP course offerings vary by school: 
§ AP Computer Science Principles 
§ AP Computer Science A 
§ AP Studio Art 
§ AP Studio Art Draw 
§ AP Studio Art 2D 
§ AP Studio Art 3D 
§ AP Music Theory 
§ AP English Language 
§ AP English Lit 
§ AP Calculus AB/BC 
§ AP Statistics 
§ AP Biology 
§ AP Chemistry 
§ AP Physics I & II 
§ AP Physics C 
§ AP Environ Sci 
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§ AP Human Geography 
§ AP US History 
§ AP European History 
§ AP US Government 
§ AP World History 
§ AP Comparative Government 
§ AP Economics 
§ AP Micro & Macro Economics 
§ AP Psychology 
§ AP Spanish 
§ AP French 
§ AP Japanese 
§ AP German 

  

 2 B 4:  SPECIAL PROGRAMS: International Baccalaureate Offerings:   
(A) Does the district offer International Baccalaureate instruction?  

§ Yes. 
(B) How many schools and students participate in IB?  

§ Primary Years Programme - school/students:  
o Bonny Slope (693)  
o Elmonica (528) 
o Findley (656) 
o Hiteon (653) 
o McKinley (674) 
o Raleigh Park (349)  
o Ridgewood (456)  
o West Tualatin Valley (345) 

(There are two elementary schools in the consideration phase)   
§ Middle Years Programme - school/students:  

o Cedar Park (974 students) 
o ISB (476 students)  
o Meadow Park (864 students) 

(There is one high school in the consideration phase) 
§ Diploma Programme – school/students 

o ISB (148) 
o Mountainside (782) 
o Southridge (estimated 450 students) 
o Sunset High Schools (estimated 450 students) 

 
 (C) Is an International Baccalaureate Diploma available to students?   
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§ Yes, ISB, Mountainside, Southridge, and Sunset High Schools have the IB 
Diploma available.  

 
2 C: SPECIAL PROGRAMS INSTRUCTION: Teacher’s Knowledge of Students in Class:  

 2 C 1:  What procedures are in place so that classroom teachers K – 12 know who the gifted 
students are in their classrooms?   

§ Icon shows in student data system for all TAG identified students. This 
information is available to all teachers upon login of the electronic student data 
system.  

§ TAG icons are also available on the attendance screen of each class/course. 

2 D: SPECIAL PROGRAMS: TAG Students Instructional Plans:  

 2 D 1: Are TAG Instructional Personal Learning Plans required?   

Include grade levels at which TAG Plans are required.  
§ Elementary teachers complete TAG Planning Worksheets for individual TAG 

students. 
§ Secondary teachers write an Instructional Course Plan or Syllabus per core subject.  

Individual TAG plans are available upon request. 
See Attachment Element 2D1 

 

2E: OPTIONAL INSTRUCTIONAL FORMATS:  MAGNET / CHOICE SCHOOLS and 
TAG ENRICHMENT 

 2 E 1: MAGNET SCHOOLS / CHOICE SCHOOLS:   Does the district provide any 
magnet and/or choice schools for the gifted?  If so, please include the name(s) of the school(s), 
TAG qualifying criteria, the number of students currently served, and the level of the population 
served such at elementary, middle, or high. 

Summa 
Summa is a special needs option designed for highly gifted students in grades 6-8. Summa 
provides a differentiated, challenging curriculum in mathematics, science, humanities and world 
languages that meets the intellectual needs of highly gifted students while being sensitive to their 
developmental level. 

Summa is available at Meadow Park, Stoller and Whitford Middle Schools for students who 
meet the following criteria: 
 

99th percentile on the Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT) 

OR 
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99th percentile on the total Reading or total Math Iowa Test of Basic Skills test (ITBS) 

AND 

at least a 97 in total ITBS Reading, total ITBS Math or CogAT) 

All scores must be from a recently administered (since July 1, 2018*) CogAT or Iowa Test of Basic 
Skills (ITBS) given within a school system. The Beaverton School District does not accept private 

testing.  Students must be TAG identified and live within the Beaverton School District Boundaries. 

*Year changes annually. 

 
 2 E 2: OPTIONAL TAG INSTRUCTIONAL FORMATS - ENRICHMENT:   Please list 

any optional topics which the district also includes in TAG instruction.  This may include after-
school Enrichment programs such as academic competitions, academically-based clubs, and 
internships/mentorships for which TAG students must apply or qualify.  
Enrichment opportunities vary by school and may include, but are not limited to the following: 
(Activities in bold are supported by TAG Services): 

§ MathCounts 
§ AMC8. 10 & AIME 
§ Scripps Spelling Bee 
§ District Spelling Bee 
§ Geography Bee 
§ Battle of the Books 
§ Oregon Writing Festival 
§ Junior Great Books 

 
2 F: PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT- INSTRUCTIONAL 

 2 F 1: What professional development, if any, is planned for district general education 
teachers K-12 and school administrators for the 2020- 2021 school year involving instruction for 
high ability, TAG learners? 

 2020-2021: Teacher Professional Development:                
§ K-5 Reading and Writing Workshop Model  
§ 6-12 Reading and Writing Workshop Model  
§ K-8 Kingore Observation Inventory 
§ Social/Emotional Needs of Gifted Children 
§ Depth and Complexity  
§ K-5 Math Workshop Model 
§ K-8 Rick Wormeli (reschedule from Spring 2020. Canceled due to COVID19) 

o Presentation on differentiation with an emphasis on engagement and ELL students 
 

 2020-Present: Administrator Professional Development:   
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§ Administrators may participate in any of the professional development offerings 
above. 

 

2 G: COMMUNICATION WITH PARENTS: What are the district procedures for 
communicating with parents during the following timeframes?  [OAR 581-022-1320] 

 2 G 1: Prior to testing for TAG Placement:  Permission to evaluate letter/form sent to parents. 
 2 G 2: Notification of results of testing for TAG Placement: Parents notified via letter and 

permission form at the time of TAG placement. 
 2 G 3: Explanations of the TAG services available to identified students: TAG Planning 

Worksheets/Instructional Plans 
 2 G 4: Explanations of the TAG learning plan, (TAG PEP), if available:  Teachers provide 

additional information at conferences 
 2 G 5: Opportunities for parent input into the TAG Learning Plans: Parent conferences 
 2 G 6: Explanations of “what TAG identification means” to parents of newly identified  

     students:  Parent Notification Letter 
 2 G 7: Transition of TAG students from elementary to middle: Orientation evenings, “Fifth 

grade fly-ups”  
 2 G 8: Transition of TAG students from middle to high: Orientation evenings, High school 

counselor visitations  
 2 G 9: Notification to parents of option to request withdrawal a student from TAG 

                services:  Permission Form, TAG Planning Worksheet (elementary) 
 2 G 10: Notification of right to file a complaint concerning TAG programs or services   

beginning with the district’s own complaint process: BSD Administrative Rules, 
TAG Planning Worksheet 

 

ELEMENT 3:  ORS 343.397(3) and OAR 581-02201330 (1) – (3) (c) 

A STATEMENT OF DISTRICT GOALS FOR PROVIDING COMPREHENSIVE 
SPECIAL PROGRAMS AND SERVICES AND OVER WHAT SPAN OF TIME THE 

GOALS WILL BE ACHIEVED 

 3 A: What are the district goals for providing comprehensive gifted education programs and 
services, K -12?   Overall, the goals should address Talented and Gifted Education program 
improvement. (see chart below) 

 3 B: Over what span of time will the goals as defined above, be implemented and met?  [The 
amount of time will vary by the requirements for each goal. 
 

ELEMENT 4:  ORS 343.397 (4) and OAR 581-022-1330 (1) - (3) (d) 
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A DESCRIPTION OF THE NATURE OF THE SPECIAL PROGRAMS AND 
SERVICES WHICH WILL BE PROVIDED TO ACCOMPLISH THE GOALS  

 4 A. What district programs and services are linked to which goals? How will the goals 
be accomplished?  What special programs or services will be provided to accomplish the 
goals? 

ELEMENT 5: ORS 343.397 (5) and OAR 581-022-1330 (1) - (3) (e) 
A PLAN FOR EVALUATING PROGRESS ON THE DISTRICT PLAN INCLUDING 

EACH COMPONENT PROGRAM AND SERVICE 

 5 A.  Based on the goals noted in Element 4, how will the district evaluate its progress on 
the TAG district goals?  Each component program and service should have an evaluation 
component 

 
Goal 

(Element 3) 
Implementatio

n Timeline 
(Element 3) 

Programs or Services 
linked to goal 
(Element 4) 

Measure 
(Element 3) 

Determination of 
Success/Evaluation of 

Progress 
(Elements 3 & 5) 

Increase teacher 
participation in 
professional development 
opportunities for BSD 
teachers related to 
differentiation instruction, 
gifted student 
characteristics, and 
identifying and serving 
gifted students from 
underrepresented 
populations 

2019-2022 

 

Create online courses on 
the following topics: 

•Kingore Observations 

•Characteristics of 
Gifted Students 

•Social Emotional 
Needs of the Gifted 

•Differentiation/Depth 
and Complexity 

Reschedule Rick Wormeli 
for staff development on 
Differentiation, 
Engagement and ELLs 

Attendance in 
workshops 
and online 
courses 

Increased teacher 
participation in 
professional 
development 
opportunities 

Increase numbers of 
identified students from 
underrepresented 
populations 

 

2019-present 
 

Use subtest data from 
CogAT to identify ELL 
students.  
 
Research the use of local 
norms for determining 
TAG students from 
underrepresented 
populations  
 
•Collaborate with ELD 
TOSAs and ELL 
Facilitators 
 
Help facilitate Logramos 
testing for TWI schools 

BSD Synergy 
data 

Percentage of TAG 
identified students 
from underrepresented 
populations increases 
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Attachments:   

Element 1: Attachment 1 A: Local School Board TAG Policies  

Element 1B: Attachment 1B:  District’s Philosophy/Position Statement on the Education of TAG Students  

Element 2A1: Attachment 2A1: Flow Chart of TAG Identification Decisions 

Element 2 D: Attachment 2D1:  Blank TAG Personal Educational Plan at K-8 levels       
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